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“Whatever happened to Jimmy Carter’s © 
-ampaign promises of open diplomacy? Judg- 
ng by the Administration’s ultrasensitive 
~eaction to out-of-school disclosures on arms~ 
zontro} talks with, 
‘ration has joined in’ the Henry Kissinger’. 
school’s_attitude_ that. the. people ‘are’ too 
jamned dumb tobe trusted... fo" Nise 

Carter came into officé with the populist. 
foreign policy is: 


premise that, in a democracy, 


not all that different from domestic issues: The’ : 


people should 
there is still time for their opinions to count.” 
- To his credit, the President initially tried ta: 
live up to this ideal. When Seeretary of State’ 
“Vance went to Moscow in March with Carter's 
opening hand 
his proposals 
advance. > tl oyee gat Ue ake 
The Russians, however, were incensed. - 
They let it be known that they preferred the: 
secretive 


were pretty well publicized in 


natant 
_,” Ernest Conine is a Times editorial writer... 
Nixon and Kissinger. And the Kremlin, in the 
end, hashaditsway. -- 2°: $$ Ou 
Carter, early in the game, agreed to keep 
Congress informed on SALT I negotiating de- - 
tails. Vance, arms-control chief Paul Warnke 
and Defense Secretary Harold Brown have all” 
appeared before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and other bodies, 2 6 8.5" 


"But their briefings were mostly private. ” 


leaked inevitably. (and 
t all that diff 
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SALT agreement would actually enhance U.S. 
, security. But the Administration does not 


" yeally challenge Nitze’s charge that the Jimi~" 


keeping ehough big missiles. 


tations proposed would fail to prevent the’ 
“Russians from 
with multiple warheads to destroy this coun- 
try’s land-based deterrent sometime. ‘in. the 
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- The United States would not have a compa~. 5"). 
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rable ability, needed 'to kee 
“Jess it was prepared to spend $40 billion to 


.$50 billion for an advanced new. missile, the 


any 


4 Bnalyses) should be 
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. oa .t . a ta 
c, which had carried a siete 
on a memorandum reflecting the worries or” 
» [the Joint Chiefs of Staff concerning the SALTS 
* ‘negotiations, found itself shut out of an impor? 


on arms control, the details of +) 


negotiating techniques. of Richard’ : 


te 


‘aorill-advised.’, But the 


November 


- MX: But the crities fear that other provisions, 
’ of the prospective pact would inhibit the exer~. 

cise of this option, thus resulting in & pers ; 
: a arms- - manent, dangerous Russian advantage. er 
the Russians, the Adminis- . "4, js: interesting that the Administration. - 
.-does not deny the factual accuracy of.the dis-- 
'’ closures that it complains about; its objections, 
“(shades of Nixon and. Kissinger) are to the; | 
_ disclosures themselves...eg 1. "0 + SSR: 
“David Aarora White House aide, cirowlated: | 

; mestic issues: Ne |. “S-memo through the State Department, Cle | 
ces hla a deeb apa at | “and Pentagon orde gon ordering that “all responses.i9:. 


j.. » * This would be convenient for the US. nego: 


disclosures themselves. :r-¢- +. 


«requests from Congress for. | 


' “Hotise screenin 
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rieanwhilé, circulateda | ~: These critics’ may or may not be 
‘the point is that they should be heard now, 


ce 
3,-Caster’s own public reaction has 


phe has commented 
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pened. 


1°" The trouble is that 


tythe Culver. group’s letter—and certainly the : 
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+, «The situation has its funny side. Here’ 
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y= ease where the strong-defense faction in ont 
. u Bress is being accused of recklessly i 
** national security. And its accusers are the do* 
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.. However, the issue at hand 


is very unfunny) . ~ 


indeed. The Administration is saying, ineffecta‘ - 


,that it is very happy to keep key senators ing | 
formed of negotiating progress with the Rus>" 
~sians,, but only. as long as they don’t go publig. | 
“with any -misgivmgs—and the reasons. {oi 
Ahose.misgivings., ..-° er 


{or Paine & Oe aie | 
“dn short, the id a is to present the Senate 
and the American people ‘with a completed. 
SALT Il agreement sometime next year, whe | 
it will be too late for informed public debate to’ ° 
-have aneffect. > - be ves Beets 
-tiators who, like all diplomats, prefer secrecy. ; 
It would be convenient for the President, who | 
“badly needs a foreign-policy “victory” to give ! 
his sagging popularity a boost. And it would ; 
be convenient for the Russians." + S27? 9" 
“However, such a fait accompli would not be - 
_in the interest of the American people, Ww 
shave the ultimate stake in what is going.on:-4 
-. It should be-noted that pressures resulting: 
from the leaks already seem to have produced 
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" sources who have dared to talk out of school,*:: |.an important Soviet concession: The Russians 
| Teportedly have. agreed to less~onerous’réy 
- strictions on the cruise missile, © -*°? 2-7 


Pine! 
“Jn any event, it's worth rememberin ‘that 

the “classified” information that was leaked 
.did not consist of US. military secrets. Tt dealt 
“With Pentagon uneasiness over American-con- 
cessions, with Russian reactions to Americatl 

proposals and’ with compromises on. which 

agreement was near. © -~ FT RR 

is that these’ compromises; in 

the eyes of many arms-control experts, have 

been so one-sided in favor of the Soviet Union 

that their acceptance could produce a perilous 

tilt in the nuclear balance of terror,“ - 71s, 

right: Bul 


rather than later, when the treaty will be pre=: 
sented as a final product that cannot be rejett~ 
ed without setting off a-new arms race.and 
gravely damaging U.S.-Soviet relations, -- &**, 


